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West Somerset Railway PLC & 

The Somerset & Dorset Railway Trust Limited 

The West Somerset Railway PLC (PLC) and The Somerset and Dorset Railway Trust Ltd. 

(S&DRT) can confirm that they have opened discussions regarding a new 10-year lease for 

the Trust to occupy the Washford site.  This follows from Washford Yard not now being 

required by the PLC in its entirety in the foreseeable future although the PLC will still, by 

agreement with the Trust wish to use the Yard from time to time during the period of the 

new lease. Any future arrangement will exclude the station which will revert to PLC 

management. This will allow the Trust to continue with their restoration and maintenance 

work on their rolling stock at Washford whilst at the same time making arrangements for 

relocation of artefacts to other sites. The Trust had already completed a strategic review of 

how it is fulfilling its charitable objectives. It has concluded that moving its Museum items 

and some of its rolling stock to other locations will enhance their access by the public and 

broaden the appeal of the Trust. 
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